
Welcome 
Welcome to the new newsletter format.  Yes, I 
copied heavily from the CCRC format but they 
should be flattered.   
 
Sorry for the confusions earlier this year with 
the Renewal forms regarding late fees and the 
cover letter regarding the newsletter itself.  Don 
Clark had all this down tight after so many 
years doing it so it may take me a little time to 
work my way into this job.   

 
Keith 
 

Club Events from 2007 
Field Cleanup 

 
 
Not once but twice!  Mother Nature laughed at 
us after cleaning up the field by flooding it two 
days later.  It was ok though since the fertilizer 
and grass seed needed to be watered but a small 
“Band of Brothers” returned to cleanup again 
with the help of the Corps.. 
 
The Army Corp was also nice enough to donate 
several new sitting benches to our cause. 
 
Fun Fly 

 
 
Well... the wind didn't cooperate at all.  Heavy 
gusts cancelled all the events but many stayed 

to eat and socialize.  Some intrepid souls even 
flew with the heavy winds.   
 
Buddy Box Fly 

 
 
On Sunday August 12th, the Nutmeg Flyers 
hosted a Buddy Box Fly for the public.  Paul, 
Michael, and Doug did most to the student 
driving but a lot of people helped out with 
explaining the controls before our guests 
reached the gate.  At one point, we had 4 
families waiting for a turn.   
 
No crashes, hot dogs, and a beautiful day made 
for a very pleasant outing.   The Waterbury 
Republican also came to report on the event 
and their article was published in the paper on 
August 17th, 2007. 
 
 
Annual Picnic 

 

The club held its annual picnic on September 
9th, 2007.  Good friends and good food make 
for great picnics.  The weather still was shaky 
but better than the Fun Fly day.   

Kim was the winner of the 50/50 raffle but he 
donated back his winnings to the club.  Thanks 
Kim. 
 
The day was not without casualties.  The club 

trainer crashed over in the pines area across 
from the field when the trainer switch became 
stuck.  Roger and his kids went on the rescue 
mission to recover the wreckage.  Luckily, 
Luke had his eyes open before we started 
climbing down from the motocross trails to the 
bottom of the dam.  It was lying right on the 
trails 30 feet from where we were standing. 

Donations 
The club is looking for some donations of 
equipment.  We had a tough year on the 
trainers so if you have an old NexStar consider 
donating it.  Wing panels, fuselages or whole 
planes would be greatly appreciated.   
 
Your donation will help us continue our buddy 
box days and training program. 
 
On a separate note, Real Flight is also an area 
we should be thinking about.  With so many 
updates lately, I’m sure someone has an old 
copy lying around. 
 

Changes at the field for 2008 
Grass height 
The grass on the field will be cut differently 
this coming year.  From the fences out 15 feet, 
the grass will be left longer to encourage safer 
taxiing and as an airplane catch during 
landings.  Corridors will be cut from the flying 
gates out to make taxiing easy. 
 
Frequency Board 
The frequency board will be upgraded this year 
to add space for the new 2.4 gig radios.  While 
there is no danger of frequency collision, the 
AMA recommends being consistent to prevent 
accidents when people have multiple types of 
radios. 
 
New Bench 
A new setup bench has been budgeted for the 
area near gates 1 and 2. 



Bulk Fuel Purchase 

RC Hobbies and More will be coordinating this 
year's order and combining it with other clubs. 

·  Changes from past years  
o You do not have to order in case 

lots but a 4 gallon order is 
required for special pricing  

o The club is not involved at all 
with the order.  We will accept no 
orders or payments. 

·  Ordering is to be done with RC Hobbies 
and More  

o E-mail  
o Phone-in  
o Fax  
o In-Person 

·  Payment will be done directly to RC 
Hobbies and More  

o You can  pay with Cash, Check, 
VISA, Mastercard, or Discover  

o Payment need to be received by 
March 28th  

o They will take credit cards over 
the phone. 

Call RC Hobbies and More at (860)738-7534 
for pricing and to order.   

From the Prez 
Kim Symmonds 

 
Well it’s that time of year again! Late February 
and I better get my butt going down in the 
workshop before it’s too late…time seems to 
fly by faster each year.  
 
Derek and I made our yearly trek down to the 
WRAM show on the Friday of the snowstorm. 
The show was a disappointment compared with 
years past, but still a fun day off from work. 
We picked up a few goodies and talked for a 
while with Bill Jensen from the Oxford Club 

and NEPRO. I guess we’re finally going to try 
the pylon racing this year. The first year’s 
membership in NEPRO is free and you can 
show up with just about anything that’ll fly and 
give it a go. If anybody’s interested just get on 
NEPRO’s website and sign up. I’ll be looking 
for a caller to help me during the races also, so 
let me know if you’re game. We also had a 
good talk with Tim Adams from the 
Wintonbury Flying Club in Bloomfield and 
decided to try and get the clubs together down 
at our field for a fun fly sometime this summer. 
We’ll be talking with Tim some more to firm 
up some plans. 
 
Erwin Atchison from “R/C Hobbies and More” 
will handle the bulk fuel purchase this year. He 
will be at the March club meeting to take 
orders. You can also stop by the store anytime 
to place an order. He will be offering several 
different brands fuel to choose from. As soon 
as we get a price sheet from him we’ll post it 
on the web site for you to check out 
 
The officers will be presenting proposed spring 
clean-up dates and event dates for the coming 
flying season so if any of you have any 
comments or suggestions about anything you’d  
like to see done differently please let us know. 
 
Can’t wait till the winds are light and the grass 
is green again. 
 

From the VeePee 
Paul Moses 

 
I recently spoke to AMA Technical Support 
about radio concerns at the field.  Here is a 
condensed version of what I found out. 
 
·  Park flyer radios are either 27MHz or 2.4 

gig. No conflict in either case for 72MHz 
users. 

·  Park flyer radios are generally good to 
about 900 feet in range. 

·  Toys from RadioShack and Walmart are 
usually 27mhz with 4 sub-channels or 
49mhz. Due to range limitations, this 
should not interfere with anyone flying 
park flyers down in the dam.   

·  Carefully consider converting existing 
radio to the 2.4 gig band width versus 
replacement.  The band is so narrow that if 
you convert a 9 to 14 channel radio such as 
a Futaba with a backpack adapter, the 
speed of transmission will drop 
considerably.   

 
You have 12 lanes of traffic trying to use a 6 
lane highway.  This issue will certainly go 
away as radio improvements continue. This is 
why 2.4 gig radios are slowly expanding in 
range, as the government allows higher 
transmitter output. Remember when 2.4 came 
out it was just for short range park flyers?  
Soon after, came full power 4 channels, then 
six, now eight or nine, as tech improved. 
 
As many of us will for the next hundred years 
have a 2.4 gig and 72 MHz in our use the AMA 
strongly recommends continued transmitter 
security.  All transmitters must go onto the 
impound racks and everyone needs a 
transmitter tag. Channel numbers should be 
displayed for regular transmitters and a similar 
tag with the name of owner and perhaps a 
specified color to denote 2.4 gig.   
 
Getting away from the frequency tags will most 
certainly lead to trouble when a mixed 
transmitter flyer gets out of the habit of always 
going to the rack followed by always reaching 
for a frequency tag.    
 
 

From the Secretary 
Doug Wennberg 

 
I hope everyone has had a happy and safe 
holiday season.  Now it is time to focus on the 
flying season ahead, it won’t be long before the 



ground thaws and the sweet smell of nitro will 
be in the air. 
 
  Sorry for the confusion over the late fees, the 
wrong renewal form had been sent out.  Late 
fees are assessed at the end of our March 13th 
meeting, not after January 1st as it had said in 
the erroneous form.  The "Late Fee" is $10 as it 
has been in the past. Members not renewing by 
April 1st will be dropped from the roster. 
Reinstatement requires full membership 
payment plus the $10.00 "Late Fee" (no 
initiation fee will be re-assessed; this is a one 
time fee only). 
 
Please remember when you are renewing your 
membership for 2008 include a copy of your 
AMA card and fill out an application with your 
latest email address and radio frequencies so 
we can keep our lists updated.  I know it is a 
hassle but it will make my job easier and I am 
asking everyone to do it.  It will make the club 
run much smoother.    If we don’t have your 
latest email address you may miss special 
announcements or the newsletter.  
 
I have the new locks and keys for 2008, I will 
be sending everyone new keys with their 
renewal materials or you can renew at the next 
meeting and I can give them to you then.  
Special thanks to Kris Brown for getting us a 
great deal on the new locks and keys and 
Academy printing for mailing me the renewal 
cards and saving me a trip to Waterbury.       
 
    Thanks again to everyone who has already 
renewed; we now have 57 members as of 12 
February 2008.  We budgeted for 90 but hope 
to eclipse the 100 mark this year so get the 
word out and get your renewals in!   
 
  I am also in charge of our big raffle for the 
picnic.  Keith is making up the tickets; you get 
a free ticket just for renewing.  At the next 
meeting I will add a column to the sign up 
sheet so you can mark it off when you collect 

your free ticket.  All others will be mailed out 
to members that have already renewed and who 
couldn’t make the March meeting.  Looking 
forward to seeing everyone in March. 
 

Treasurer’s Talk 
 Mike Basmajian 

 
Hello fellow Nutmeg RCers! Since I believe in 
an open book policy I’d like to share with you a 
little about 2007 finances and the outlook for 
2008 and beyond.  
 
We entered fiscal 2007 with a club net worth of 
about $3,400 ($2,100 in CDs & $1,300 in 
Checking) believing that the yearly income and 
expenditures would be close to past years. The 
budget was set based on this assumption.   
First the bad news … At year end the revenue 
fell short of budget by several hundred dollars 
and expenditures were significantly higher than 
budget due primarily to the unbudgeted 
expense of purchasing the mower and trailer 
($1,900 over annual budget!). You may 
remember that we had to cash in our CDs to 
cover this unexpected expense. However, that’s 
exactly what those CDs are there for … our 
umbrella policy.  
 
Now for the good news … As I told the 
members present at the January meeting the 
financial story has a happy ending. The 
executive committee monitored the situation 
and judiciously spent our finances in all other 
expense categories throughout the year. As a 
result of this cost control and the most generous 
donations by several individual members 
including door prizes, 50-50 winnings, and 
other miscellaneous donations.  I’m pleased to 
say that we were able to put $1,000 back into a 
CD at the end of 2007!  
 
We entered fiscal 2008 with a club net worth of 
$1,800. While this is significantly lower than 
the $3,400 with which we started 2007 (or any 
other year in the past 5 years) it is still a healthy 

amount of funds. If we are able to hold 
membership numbers stable as was budgeted 
and again watch costs closely we should remain 
financially sound for 2008 and beyond. 
I’m looking forward to an easy clean-up day 
and a warm start to the flying season! As 
always, feel free to ask any financial questions 
you like.  See you all at the field … 



 

Officer Elections 
Officer elections were held at the January 2008 
meeting and the following club members were 
elected: 
 
Position Club Member 
President Kim Symmonds 
Vice President Paul Moses 
Treasurer Mike Basmajian 
Secretary Doug Wennberg 
Safety Office Jeff Meehan 
Field Marshal Joe Lorusso 
Webmaster Keith Runge 
 

Club Meeting dates for 2008 
Meetings are held at Thomaston Town Hall 4 
times a year at 7:30pm.  The room location is 
TBA due to scheduling constraints from the 
town.  The website, mass email, and door signs 
will be posted to help members find the 
location. 
 
January 10, 2008 
March 13, 2008 
May 8, 2008 
November 13, 2008 
 

Special Events 
Here are the proposed dates for this year’s 
Special Events.  A post card will be sent after 
the dates are confirmed. 
 
Field Cleanup April 5, 2008 

April 12, 2008 (Rain) 
Opening Day April 19, 2008 
Fun Fly July 19, 2008 
Buddy Box Days May 24, 2008 

June 14, 2008 
August 16, 2008 

Losee-White Picnic September 13, 2008 
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Come visit us at 
http://www.nutmegflyers.com 

 


